CENTRAL NORFOLK preparation for COP 26 Climate Change Conference

INFORMATION FOR ALL
September 1st to October 4th:  ‘Creationtide’

The period between these dates is a special season of ‘Creationtide’ – celebrated by the Orthodox Church but increasingly marked by Protestant churches in the UK.
Jacqui has been asked to write, and record, a Creationtide prayer for the Connexion on behalf of the East Anglia District and this is reproduced below, along with a prayer written for the Circuit by Rosemary Wakelin. 
There is a national Climate Service that is going to be live-streamed on Sunday 5th September at 4 pm.  People can register to attend here: www.climatesunday.org.
There are short videos that can be shown in churches with projection that explain the science, warn us about the Climate Crisis and put the spin of Christian faith on the issue. Look at http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/cop26 from the Baptist, Methodist and URC Joint Public Issues Team and/or https://youtu.be/4MrmWyLsLcc produced by 3generate - the young people of the Methodist Church.
September 26th to October 31st: A Six week preparation period prior to COP 26

We are going to use the 6 Sundays in the run-up to COP26 to prepare ourselves and to stimulate thinking, action and prayer.  We are going to use 5 themes from the York Course ‘Caring for Creation’:

· The Environment (Sept 26th)

· Global Warming and Climate Change (Oct 3rd)
· Human Beings and the Anthropocene Era (Oct 10th)
· Coming our of Denial and Facing Crisis (Oct 17th)
· Faith, Hope and Love (Oct 24th)
For each week, we provide some information (snappy), a reading, a prayer and a lifestyle action. People can use the material as individuals AND/OR preachers, worship leaders or churches can incorporate it into services.  This material will be available by the end of next week.
The sixth week will be our Big Sunday.  We hope that we will be able to incorporate the themes of Climate Action and Halloween into a general ‘Light’ theme – more details later.
The York Course ‘Caring for Creation’:

Jacqui will be running this Course on zoom on these Tuesday evenings at 7 pm: 

Sept 28th, Oct 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th.

Prayers
Gracious God, creator of this beautiful planet, 
we acknowledge with shame our failure as its stewards. 
We have usurped your power and greedily and destructively exploited its resources 
disregarding the delicate balances you put in place, 
so endangering all forms of life and the very future home of our children’s children. 
We ask for your forgiveness and help in working with you in our daily lives 
as we pray for the nations’ leaders to act decisively 
to restore what we can of your original intention. Amen.
Rosemary Wakelin

Powerful, yet loving, God –

creative, yet dependable,

sustaining, yet flexible,

above and beyond, yet incarnational:

you have given yourself to your world through creation

and you have given yourself to humankind in the person of Jesus Christ.

We cannot thank and praise you enough,

but, neither can we say sorry enough for spoiling both creation and incarnation

through our stubbornness and greed, through our pollution and wastefulness, 

through our carelessness and our pride.

We ask humbly and simply for your Holy Spirit to work in us, to work in our communities, and to work on the world stage,

so that all may not be lost,

and so creation may be saved and redeemed once again.  Amen.

Jacqui Horton (Creationtide Prayer for Connexion)

We will be reproducing some of the prayers from this year’s Prayer Handbook – which have a creation theme – and making this available.

During the period of the Climate Change Conference itself i.e. November 1st – 12th, we will have a prayer time on zoom every morning between 8.45 and 9 am (excluding Sunday the 7th).
On a dedicated tab on the Circuit website, we will be posting ideas, resources and events in Norfolk.  Also giving links to websites that have worship resources and outlines for Climate services or Climate related prayers and hymns. 

Any, and all, other ideas welcome! 
Jacqui Horton, Aileen Fox, Rosemary Wakelin, Colin & Janet Abbiss

Climate Action Working Group 
